
DR. J. JEFFREY HOOVER DR. ELLEN TITUS HOOVER
Département d’Histoire, Université de Lubumbashi The  English-speaking School of Lubumbashi

Faculté de Théologie Kayeke, Université Méthodiste au Katanga, Mulungwishi

Lubumbashi, République Démocratique du Congo

Postal address:
United Methodist Church

P.O. Box 22037
Kitwe, Zambia

e-mail: JEHoover@mwangaza.cd
Tel.: 243-81-084-1558 (J)

243-99-767-8362 (E)

Dear Friends, 

It’s hard to believe that it’s already February of 2010. This is an exciting
year because of all the centennial celebrations–100 years for the city of Lu-
bumbashi and 100 years for the Methodist Church here. It is also 50 years
of Congolese independence and 100 years for the Catholic archdiocese, so
what more could a couple of historians ask for! 

Jeff has written the opening chapter in the commemorative book being published by the United Metho-
dist Church, Southern Congo/Zambia Episcopal area; it is the first part of the historical section, dealing
with the period from 1886-1896 under Bishop William Taylor that barely touched this side of Congo,
and continuing to the period of John McKendree Springer and Helen Chapman Springer, who visited
Katanga in 1907 while walking across Africa at the end of a five-year term at Old Mutare, Zimbabwe,
and returned to remain in Katanga in 1910. He has two other articles promised on the basis of the same
research. The first is for an international research project on African movement in and out of the Kata-
nga/Zambia Copperbelt, dealing particularly with early Methodist leaders who had often returned home
after becoming Christians in slavery in Angola or who were labor migrants from present-day Malawi
and Zambia, where Scots missions had been established for 35 years already. The second will deal with
the struggle to complete Jerusalem United Methodist Church in the depths of the Great Depression, a
1200-seat landmark of Lubumbashi which has been filled each Sunday morning since the day it was
completed; two different congregations currently share the facility, with services in Swahili and French.

Our work is keeping us more than busy. The English-speaking School of Lubumbashi (TESOL)—the
United Methodist international school for which Ellen is director—is thriving. However, expenses are
high and income hasn’t changed accordingly! We still have a number of students who are receiving
scholarship help from the school through the Advance, but this year we have not received as much as
we need to cover their tuition. This makes it hard for us to make ends meet, as tuition pays our operat-
ing costs. We raised salaries for the Congolese teachers and staff because their living costs were in-
creasing, and TESOL wants to continue paying at this higher rate. 

Both of us, and particularly Jeff, taught a good many hours in
October, November and December at Katanga Methodist University,
and Jeff has been teaching many hours each week at the University
of Lubumbashi, particularly in November and again now in
February. He is also busy with his job as director of the university li-
braries (the central library and 13 sectional libraries). Just keeping
the electricity going (not to mention the internet needed for
cataloguing) is a constant challenge because of power outages and
other malfunctions. However, some progress has been made toward
improving the infrastructure–small but important things such as

repairing furniture, buying exhaust fans to improve air circulation, repairing the roof. The library had a
rather sudden visit from our Belgian partners in late January, and while we hadn’t met all the
benchmarks we had set together in July, we came off better than expected on some, and the visit
galvanized us to move rapidly on several fronts.  



While the USA has been inundated with snow, we in Lubumbashi are receiving record rainfalls. These
are undermining the roads, including some that the local government had repaired just a few months
ago. It is heartening to notice, however, that in some parts of the city where the authorities had worked
hard to improve the drainage system, their efforts have paid off: the water roars down the new ditches
and disappears down the storm drains just like it’s supposed to.

We had a nice Christmas holiday in Namibia with all our children.
Jane came from India, where she continues teaching fifth grade at
the American School of Bombay. Mark arrived from USA, where
he is now in his final semester at Wake Forest University in North
Carolina. Jeremy and his wife Lindsay were completing three
years of teaching in Namibia and are now back in the USA, based
in Colorado Springs where they are following up on their plans to
get some formal teacher-training. (The last three years having been
on-the-job learning!).

In addition to our more formal jobs, we do a lot of small things
that—we hope!—help others accomplish their own work a little
better or more easily. If it weren’t for your financial support, we wouldn’t be able to spend the time it
takes to do these things—sometimes as simple as sending an email message, acting as go-between for
people from different cultures, spending a little time with international visitors who have come to learn
or help. Thanks for letting us be your hands and feet and eyes and ears here in Congo.

We have become spoiled in recent years being able to communicate so quickly by e-mail. However,
during the past year or so, we have encountered increasing problems with American ISPs (Internet Ser-
vice Providers) blocking our messages because of their coming from an African network, no doubt be-
cause of the “Nigerian” con-game spam. (“Congratulations, you have won the Bill Gates Foundation
lottery for five gazillion dollars; just send us all the information about your bank accounts...”) We know
that Earthlink, BellSouth, Southwestern Bell, AT&T, and Verizon are all now blocking our e-mails—at
least unless you instruct them otherwise. This is even true if someone forwards our messages, as there
is still code in the invisible message header that shows the text originated in “a toxic country”. This
caused us some considerable problems regarding container shipments during the past nine months
because of not knowing that Verizon had begun blocking messages. If you know someone who is
unhappy that we have not answered a message, please let us know, as we seem to be able to receive
emails from all providers.

And please, if you can manage to send a gift
through the Advance for the English-speaking
School of Lubumbashi, please do. Our scho-
larship students really need your help. They
are working hard on their studies and making
excellent progress. It would be sad for all of us
if they couldn’t continue at our school. We
thank those of you who have contributed to
TESOL, Katanga Methodist University, and
our salary support.
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